
Everyone has a story.  The story of Maria and Alfonso is amazing.   

Maria was no longer able to function like she needed to due to her drug addiction.  Her three 
young boys were being neglected and life was getting worse every day.  A relative who had 
heard of one of our churches, the Emanuel Bible Baptist Church, decided to take her to 
church.  That next week we were having Vacation Bible School.  She took her boys every day 
and she stayed for the adult class that is taught for the purpose of evangelizing the visiting 
parents that bring their kids to VBS.  She was gloriously saved.  Maria and her boys started 
coming to church every Sunday.   The Lord gave her total victory over her addiction.  She was 
growing in grace and her life was changing. 

Her “husband” Alfonso was not at all interested in the Lord.  Soon Maria figured out that not 
being legally married to this man was not right, but he was not interested in marrying her.  So, 
she left and took her three boys and moved into an orphanage where she worked for room and 
board.  She kept growing in the Lord.   

In the mean time, Alfonso’s life wasn’t going real well.  His drinking and drug use was getting 
worse.  He loved his family and missed them. He realized how Maria’s life had changed, and 
decided to go to church and check out what it was all about.   

The more he heard the preaching of the Word, he more he realized his need for the Lord in his 
life and the forgiveness of sins.  One Sunday after I preached, he responded to the invitation to 
come to Christ.  The Lord’s grace and power was so evident in his life.  He started coming 
every Sunday.  God gave him the strength to stop drinking and doing drugs.  They got married 
and the family was restored.  Soon they were both baptized.   

The story is not over.  Next thing you know they volunteer their humble home for a place to 
start a new cell group.  One evening every week, they go out and visit their neighbors and 
invite them to their home for a Bible study.  Already, some have come to trust Christ as Savior 
and have gone with them to church on Sunday. 

I am not sure if this simple story does anything for you, but for me it is reminding me of why we 
are here, why God has sent us, and of why your support and prayers are so very much 
appreciated.  I pray that the Lord will continue to use us, the national pastors and the people in 
the churches to reach more people like Maria and Alfonso.   There are stories yet to be written.   
Thank you for standing with us.  May God richly bless you! 
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