
The Lord has given grace and joy in the midst of some pain.  The first week of February 
was particularly difficult for the people of the Emanuel Bible Baptist Church.  We had 
two funerals, one on Saturday the other on Sunday afternoon.  

There is a large family, the Franco Meza family, who came to the city years ago from 
the village of Tierra Y Libertad, where they first heard the Gospel in the church there.  
Of those that were saved, some have continued faithful, and some not so much.   

Just a few months ago, one of the brothers was joyfully saved after one of the 
messages I preached at Emanuel.  It was a tremendous answer to prayer.  But there 
were still others that needed to come to Christ. 

One of the younger brothers, who had made a profession of faith a few years ago died 
from a quickly advancing lung infection on February 2nd. It was totally unexpected.  
But, the Lord, as always, gives grace and His Word was presented and several came to 
Christ when the Gospel was preached at the wake and at the funeral the next day. 

When we arrived at the funeral home for the funeral on Saturday morning, we got word 
of a murder of the son (a man in his early 20’s) of one our faithful Sunday School 
teachers.  This family, also happens to be originally from the village of Tierra Y Libertad.  
The grandmother of the murdered man, was one of the first that came to Christ in that 
ministry in the village almost 39 years ago.   

The funeral on Saturday was held at a funeral home, the one on Sunday was held out 
in the street in front of the mother’s house.  A group of about 250 heard the Gospel on 
Saturday night at the wake, and a group of about the same size the next day at the 
actual funeral.  After the message, many prayed, trusting in the Lord.  At the end of 
those two days we were exhausted, sad for the ones who have suffered the lose of 
loved ones, and so very grateful for the ones who came to Christ and for the hope we 
have in Him.   Please pray for the Franco Meza Family and the Ochoa Manjarez family. 

Thank you for praying for us and supporting us.  May God richly bless you. 
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