
The Lord has blessed us, protected us, and 
souls have come to Him.  Here are few 
happenings since our last letter. 

“Semana Santa”, (AKA Holy Week in English) is 
the week preceding and including Easter 
Sunday.  It is a time filled with all sorts activities, 
special services and outings to encourage 
believers and share the Gospel with those who 
don’t leave town on vacation.  Most people are 
off work for some, if not all week.  I had the joy of 

preaching/teaching 
11 times that week, 
mostly at a family 
camp outside the 
city where a couple 
of the churches 
m e t , a n d a t a 
service at Emanuel 

Bible Baptist.  
Dur ing tha t 
week and in a 
c o u p l e o f 
w e e k s 
following, I am 
t h r i l l e d t o 
report that six 
souls came to 
Chr i s t , and 
m a n y 
renewed their 
commitment to the Lord.  Preaching the Word is 
still the greatest honor I could ever have. 

Being asked to officiate an ordination to the 
Gospel Ministry is always a privilege.  It was 
such a blessing to participate in the ordination of 
Pastor Luis.  He is a living testimony of the grace 
of God.  Just a few short years ago, he was lost, 
deeply involved in the world of drug trafficking, 
and now he stands every week in front of a 
small, yet growing congregation preaching God’s 
Word.  In preparing for the ordination, he was 
particularly happy to hear me say that the 
objective of the questions I would be asking in 
the interrogation were not to find out how much 
he knew, but rather, what he believed.  Although, 
I have no doubt he would have done just as well 
regardless of the objective.   

 
A few people from Emanuel Bible Baptist have 
gone weekly to a large area of the city of 
Culiacan called Progreso to visit homes and 
conduct a Bible class on a lot that we bought.  I 
am happy to report that one of our men, Joel, 
has taken the work and has started having 
services on Sunday in a rented house adjacent 
to the lot I mentioned, taking one step closer to 
the establishment of another local church. To 
God be the glory. 

On a humorous note, I thought I would share 
with you a picture of Susie and me (Sr y Sra 
Smith),  promoting 
a special youth 
conference at the 
True Vine Baptist 
Church, here in 
Culiacan.  Not 
sure we lived up to 
the hype, but we 
did have a great 
youth meeting!! 

Thank you for standing with us.  May God richly 
bless you! 
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